
NON FICTION FILM PROPOSAL 

TITLE: 84

Format: ! ! HD Mini DV
Running time: ! 10 minutes

Synopsis / pitch

June 3rd 1984, the Indian Army storm into the Golden Temple to remove a group alleged 
Separatists. The events that ensued depict a dark, brutal and tormenting assault on the 
Sikh community... This is their story.

Need for Documentary

The need for my documentary is to bring social awareness about these events that took 
place. Most people donʼt really know what happened due to the media black out, and 
where some journalists gave a bias account of the events. I want to bring awareness about 
this subject because, I want to bring a change to the way people remember these events. 

A lot of the community members have never received justice for their families. They feel 
neglected by their own government, and a sense of bitterness for the events.  

Twenty six years have passed since those events, and why is there a need to revisit this 
story? The revisit is to share these stories of these people, and show the strength and 
spirit they had to endure the adversity.

Who are the characters in my film? What happens to my characters?

Bhai Gurcharan Singh - he was actually present in the Golden Temple when it got 
attacked. This is all I know of his story, and he now lives permanently in the UK. Iʼm 
interested in exploring his story.

Mrs Charan Kaur - this elderly womanʼs son died during 1984, and ever since the Punjab 
police used to harass her, by arresting her and questioning her. 

Sarbjit Singh - his brother was killed in 1984. His wife has provided me with a scrap book 
of articles collected over the years. Itʼs some of the best research I have come across. It 
contains his written statement, and how he requested political asylum here. Iʼll try and use 
excerpts of his as I have all his documents. Iʼll use it as a voice over narration. 

H Singh - his story is interesting as he was present at the protest in 1978, and was 
captured by police and tortured. He was later released as there was no evidence to convict 
him.
** would like to remain anonymous**



Where will I be filming? 
Most of the locations I will be filming at will be in a temple. This is because there a lot of 
shots that I will need to capture from this location. 

I have already highlighted some of the shots that I need are located within the temple. 
Such as the congregation singing prayers together, the Sikh emblem and the Sikh flag. 
Other shots I will capture will be of the interviewees, such as their personal lives. Family 
etc. 

Is there a beginning, middle and end to my story?
The story definitely has a beginning, middle and end. It began in 1978, and the middle 
(second act) occurred in 1984 and then the final happened with the Delhi riots in October 
in the same year. 

This 3 act structure is something, which not only occurs on the documentary as a whole. 
But each individual character story also has a beginning, middle and end. The key to story-
telling is to choose the best way to start from. Every story should have a beginning, middle 
and end, but not necessarily in that order. 

Although the the title is 1984, this is not where the story began. The story begins in 1978 
when a cult called the Nirankariʼs were inciting racial hatred, and making insults towards 
the Sikh religion. 13 Sikhs went to protest against this, but the cult were armed with guns 
and weapons, and killed the Sikhs. Due to the lack of justice received, further political 
events took place, and the tension between Indira Gandhi and Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale 
reached a boiling point. 

Is there a journey my characters will be taking?

Thereʼs definitely a journey that my characters go through. The journey of seeking justice, 
the strength to endure difficult times. For some of the characters that was the death of a 
close one, and for another it was being termed as a terrorist and tortured. But itʼs also the 
journey of a community that will never forget those events which have made 

Am I just filming a series of interviews on camera, or is there more to my film than 
this?
At first I felt that there may be a danger of my documentary just being a series of 
interviews. However, I have been lucky enough to receive interviews from people that have 
stories to tell. Their individual narratives are all collective in a bigger narrative. As 
previously stated, the political events are a backdrop. But the characters and their stories 
are at the forefront of my documentary.



Style and Treatment in Film / Video Terms

The style Iʼm using for this documentary is a very archival based. The main crux of the 
interview will be video interviews.

The archives that I will be looking at will be pictures that I will be using are reminiscent of 
the time. Pictures of a desecrated Golden Temple, pictures of Sikhs that died, and pictures 
of the characters as well. Iʼll be trying to personalize the documentary by showing pictures 
of the characterʼs lives.


